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Historical Note

This online article was published on the group 1917 website on 07/10/22.
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“The Communists are distinguished from the other working-class parties by this only: 1. In the
national struggles of the proletarians of the different countries, they point out and bring to the front
the common interests of the entire proletariat, independently of all nationality. 2. In the various
stages of development which the struggle of the working class against the bourgeoisie has to pass
through, they always and everywhere represent the interests of the movement as a whole.” - Marx
and Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party

“[T]he Social-Democrat’s ideal should not be the trade union secretary, but the tribune of the people,
who is able to react to every manifestation of tyranny and oppression, no matter where it appears, no
matter what stratum or class of the people it affects; who is able to generalise all these
manifestations and produce a single picture of police violence and capitalist exploitation; who is able
to take advantage of every event, however small, in order to set forthbefore all his socialist
convictions and his democratic demands, in order to clarify for all and everyone the world-historic
significance of the struggle for the emancipation of the proletariat.” - Lenin, What Is to be Done

“”[T]he final goal of socialism constitutes the only decisive factor distinguishing the Social-Democratic
movement from bourgeois democracy and from bourgeois radicalism, the only factor transforming the
entire labour movement from a vain effort to repair the capitalist order into a class struggle against
this order, for the suppression of this order.“ – Luxemburg, Reform or Revolution
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