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Historical Note

This online article was published by the group Justice for Shoaib Khan on Facebook on 05/01/26.

Content

Border Violence Runs Deep
(eng/gr/tur/fr)

Shoaib's murder by police last year, unfortunately, is not an isolated incident. The racist migration
policies keep migrants isolated and vulnerable to exploitation in the labour market, and their
struggles, injuries or even deaths go unseen. The pushbacks at sea and on land, the 'record
deportation numbers' reported by the ministry of interior, and the police violence that migrants face
are parts of the same puzzle.

We share some indicative incidents from the last few years:

March 17, 2025: A boat capsizes off the coast of Cape Greco. Two people are rescued and seven
bodies are recovered. It is unknown if the vessel was recovered. Republic of Cyprus authorities were
previously informed of a boat carrying 23 people coming to Cyprus and were accused of not acting to
save the migrants aboard.

April 10, 2024: Anisur Rahman falls to his death from a fifth story window, during a police/immigration
raid on his home in the early hours of the morning. All his roommates, witnesses to the incident, were
deported afterwards.

December 12, 2023: A boat with 85 people tries to reach Cyprus from Lebanon. Republic of Cyprus
authorities had reported to the families that the 85 were rescued and had been registered. This was a
lie. Over the following months, bodies washed up on the shores of Syria, Turkey, and both north and
south Cyprus. 1 has been confirmed dead, 84 are missing.

August 23, 2021: 17-18 people try to reach Cyprus by boat. They are intercepted by Republic of
Cyprus authorities. Five people jumped into the water to attempt to swim to shore. Four of them were
captured, the other is presumed dead. All survivors were pushed back to Lebanon.

These incidents capture the institutional side of racist violence, however, as we have seen in recent
years with the pogroms in Chloraka and Limassol and the increase in racist attacks, the violence of
the migration policy goes hand in hand with social racism.

H 6oAogovia Tou Shoaib mov TNV aoTuvouia MEPAL, HUOTLXWGE, €V '€V €val LEMOVWUEVO YEYOVOC. OL
POTOLOTIKEG METAVAOTEVTIKEG MOALTIKEG KOUVTOUY T PeTAVaoTd otnv neptbwpromoinan tdLat
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aPrVOLY TA ELAAWTA OTNY EPYAOLAKN EKUETAAAELON, EVW OL AYWVEG TOUC, OL TPALHATIOMOL TLaL
akopa Tlat oL Bavatol pewiokouvv agavry. Ot emavanpowBrioelc o BdAacoa Tl oTEPLd, “Ta PEKOP
aMEAGTEWY” TIOL AVAKOLVWVYOLVTAL IOV TO LIOLPYE(D E0WTEPLKWY TLaL N aoTuvoukr Bla mov
avTiheTWNCoLY Ta HETAVOOTA €V HEPOC TOL (6Lov TalA.

MNopoaBETovpe dapé KAToLa TIOL TA MEPLOTATIKA TWY TEAELTAIWY XPOVWVY:

17 Mdptn 2025: Mwa Bapka avamodoyvpilel atnv akTr Tov K&Bo Mkpéko. Akvo dtopa dtacwlovvtatl
EVW avayToOvTaL EQTA MTWHATA. EVv AyvwaTo av n Bdpka ecLAAEXTNKE. OL apxég Tng KA. elyav
eldonotnBel mponyovpévwe yla Bapka e 23 mAdouata mov £pkeTovy Kompo tdlal katnyopouvtal 4Tt
€V €6pdoav ylo va 0LO0LY Ta EMBEVOVTA HETAVAOTA.

10 AnpiAn 2024: O Avioo0p Payudv mEQTeL 0TO KEVO OV TO TaPdBupo Tov 50v opdPov TLaL
neOaviokel, KaTd Ttn SLApKELA ULAG AOTUVOULKAG £9OB0L, OTO OT{TL TOV, TIC MPWTEC MPWIVEG WPEC.
O0AAOL 0L GUYKATOLKOL TOV, HAPTUPEG OTO YEYOVAC, TN OLVEXELA amEAAONKAVY.

12 AekéBpn 2023: M Bdpka pe 85 dtopa mpoonabel va ¢Tdosl atnv Kompo mov A{Bavo. Ot apx€g TnG
K.A. avakolvwoav oTLG olkoyEveleg 6Tt 85 dtopa edlaowbnkav Tlal ekataypdenkav. TodTov ATav
€va PEUA. ZTN SLAPKELD TWY EMOPEVWY UNVWY, TTWHaTA eEEBPATTNKAY 0TI OKTEC TNC Zuplag, TNG
Toupkiag, TClatL Téoo Bdpeta 600 TClaL voTLa TnG Kompov. Yndpyel €vag emPBePaltwuévos BAVATOC EVW
84 dtoua ayvoolvTal.

23 AvyoloTtou 2021: 17-18 dtopa mpoomnabolv va gtdaoovy atnv Kompo pe BApka. AvakOmTeTal N
nopeia Toug mov TI¢ apxéc Tng KA. Mévte dBpwrmot mndodv GTo VEPO YLa VA VO KOAUUTAOOLY WG TV
akTh. Téooepa oL T ATopa cUAAaUBAvovTaL, Evw Ta vmdAotna BewpolvTal vekpd. Ooa emBLwoav
enavanpowdridnkav ato A{Bavo.

TouvTa MEPLOTATIKA KaTadelkvOouY TN cuaTNULKA TAELPA TNG PATOLOTIKAG Blag, aAAG dnwe eldapue
Ta TeAevTaia Xpévia Ye Ta MOYKPOU oTn XAWpeKa TlaLl tTn Agpead TLaL T PATOLOTIKEG EMBECELC, N
Blo TNG METAVOOTELTIKAC TMOALTIKAG TAEL OLEPL-OLEPL [IE TOV KOWWVLKO PATOLOUO.

Le meurtre de Shoaib par la police I'année derniére n'est malheureusement pas un incident isolé. Les
politiques migratoires racistes maintiennent les migrants isolés et vulnérables a I'exploitation sur le
marché du travail, et leurs luttes, leurs blessures, voire leurs déces, passent inapercus. Les
refoulements en mer et sur terre, les « chiffres records d'expulsions » rapportés par le ministere de
I'Intérieur et les violences policieres auxquelles sont confrontés les migrants font partie du méme
puzzle.

Voici quelques incidents révélateurs survenus ces dernieres années :

17 mars 2025 : un bateau chavire au large de la cote de Cape Greco. Deux personnes sont sauvées et
sept corps sont repéchés. On ignore si le bateau a été récupéré. Les autorités de la République de
Chypre avaient été informées au préalable de I'arrivée d'un bateau transportant 23 personnes a
Chypre et ont été accusées de ne pas avoir agi pour sauver les migrants a bord.

10 avril 2024 : Anisur Rahman fait une chute mortelle depuis une fenétre du cinquiéme étage, lors
d'une descente de police/immigration a son domicile aux premieres heures du matin. Tous ses
colocataires, témoins de l'incident, ont été expulsés par la suite.

12 décembre 2023 : un bateau transportant 85 personnes tente de rejoindre Chypre depuis le Liban.
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Les autorités de la République de Chypre ont déclaré aux familles que les 85 personnes avaient été
secourues et enregistrées. Il s'agissait d'un mensonge. Au cours des mois suivants, des corps ont été
retrouvés sur les cotes de la Syrie, de la Turquie et du nord et du sud de Chypre. Un déces a été
confirmé, 84 personnes sont portées disparues.

23 ao(t 2021 : 17 a 18 personnes tentent de rejoindre Chypre par bateau. Elles sont interceptées par
les autorités de la République de Chypre. Cing personnes ont sauté a I'eau pour tenter de rejoindre la
coOte a la nage. Quatre d'entre elles ont été capturées, la cinquieme est présumée morte. Tous les
survivants ont été renvoyés au Liban.

Ces incidents illustrent le coté institutionnel de la violence raciste. Cependant, comme nous I'avons
vu ces dernieres années avec les pogroms a Chloraka et Limassol et I'augmentation des attaques
racistes, la violence de la politique migratoire va de pair avec le racisme social.

Shoaib'in gecen sene polis tarafindan islenen cinayeti maalesef izole bir vaka degildir. Irk¢i gog
politikalar gd¢cmenleri marjinallestirip is piyasasinda somurdye karsi savunmasiz birakiyorken,
gé¢cmenlerin zullmleri, ugradiklar kazalar ve 6limler de g6z ardi ediliyor. Denizde ve karadaki geri
itilmeler, icisleri Bakanhdi'nin bildirdigi 'rekor sinir disi’ sayilari ve gécmenlerin maruz kaldigi polis
siddeti ayni dlzenin parcalardir.

Son birkac yildan bazi 6rnek olaylari paylasmak gerekirse:

17 Mart 2025: Cape Greco aciklarinda bir tekne alabora olur. iki kisi kurtarilir ve yedi ceset cikarilir.
Teknenin ¢ikarilip ¢ikariimadigi bilinmemektedir. Kibris Cumhuriyeti yetkilileri, 23 kisiyi tasiyan bir
teknenin Kibris'a dogru geldigi konusunda 6nceden bilgilendirilmis ve teknedeki gécmenleri kurtarmak
icin harekete gecmedikleri icin suclanmistir.

10 Nisan 2024: Anisur Rahman, sabahin erken saatlerinde evine yapilan polis/muhaceret baskini
sirasinda besinci kattaki pencereden duserek hayatini kaybeder. Olaya tanik olan tum ev arkadaslari
daha sonra sinir disi edilir.

12 Aralik 2023: 85 kisiyi tasiyan bir tekne Lubnan'dan Kibris'a ulasmaya calisir. Kibris Cumhuriyeti
yetkilileri, 85 kisinin kurtanldigini ve kayit altina alindigini ailelere bildirir. Fakat bu bir yaland..
ilerleyen aylarda, Suriye, Tiirkiye ve Kibris'in kuzey ve giiney kiyilarina cesetler vurmustur. 1 kisinin
6ldigu dogrulanmis, 84 kisi kayiptir.

23 Agustos 2021: 17-18 kisi tekneyle Kibris'a ulasmaya calisir. Kibris Cumhuriyeti yetkilileri tarafindan
durdurulurlar. Bes kisi kiylya ylzmek icin suya atlar. D6rdi yakalanir, digerinin 61digu sanilir. Hayatta
kalanlarin timu Lubnan'a geri gonderilir. Bu olaylar irk¢i siddetin kurumsal boyutunu ortaya koyarken,
son yillarda Chloraka ve Limassol’da yasanan pogromlar ile irkci saldirilardaki artis, baskici ve siddete
dayali goc politikalarinin toplumsal irkcilikla el ele ilerledigini de gostermektedir.
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